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P- FOX? ... P-HOCEY

Just as the trial of one of Matthew Shepard®s nurderers was beginning in
Woni ng, Parents and Friends of Ex-Gys (P-FOX) President Anthony Fal zarano was
ending his third annual conference in Washington, DC. He referred to Matthew in
his closing address, saying O ..that poor unfortunate boy in, where was it?
Sout h Dakota? That man was a predator to heterosexual men.O Thus ended a weekend
filled with lies, msleading promses to famlies and friends and outri ght
bigotry toward gays and | esbi ans.

P- FOX was started in 1996 by Religious Right activists. The goal is to
support Oparents, friends and fam |y of |oved ones struggling with
honosexual ity. O The organi zati on was neant to oppose PFLAG They like to think
of thenselves as the QA -AnonO of the ex-gay novenent.

Fal zar ano announced that P-FOX is planning to reach out to a younger
audi ence by introducing ex-gay teens, in order to prevent gay kids from ever
growing up to be gay adults. He is currently conbing the country for parents of
gays who have died of AIDS, in preparation for a class-action |awsuit he pl ans
to file on their behal f against the Anerican Psychiatric Association, holding
the the APA accountable for the deaths of their children

Attendees heard fromDr. Richard Fitzgi bbons fromthe National Association
for the Research and Treatnment of Honosexuality. NARTH is the nost prom nent
associ ation pronoting reparative therapy for honosexuals. It still believes
honobsexual ity is a nental illness and tries to QcureO them Dr. Fitzgi bbons
stated that it is curable, and normally stens from poor body inmage, sexua
abuse, a poor relationship with the father, and poor eye-hand coordination [!!]

He al so said that nmany wonen becone | esbians in their 30s because they
ei ther never married and have Qgiven up on finding the right manO or because
t hey have been through a divorce and are now distrustful of nmen. He descri bed
obstacl es faced by parents trying to cure their children, the nbst comon being
the notion that honosexuality is not actually nmental illness. This w despread
myth persists, he says, because it is easier to accept honosexuality than to
deal with its painful causes.

HATE IS NOT
A FAM LY VALUE

PFLAGOS POLI CY STATEMENT
ON REPARATI VE THERAPY
Adopt ed by National Board of Directors January 17, 2000

PFLAG opposes and deplores efforts by professional and religious groups that
propose to change or repair anyone(s sexual orientation. W believe such
attenpts originate fromcultural bias based on nmyth, m sperception and
m sunder st andi ng. W encourage all professional, educational and religious
organi zations to work towards changi ng cultural biases rather than enbarking on
futile and damagi ng efforts to change sexual orientation

A GAY MANGS MESSAGE TO
PFLAG NATI ONAL



As | saw PFLAG in the M I I ennium March on Washi ngton April 30 | whispered to
my friend O would give everything | have in this world to have ny parents narch
in support of me like this.O But ny parents are convinced that ny sexuality and
nmy choice to be honest about it have doonmed ne to spend eternity in hell. They
wi Il not provide any of the enotional and famlial support that nmakes one whol e.

Just then a nother and father enmerged fromthe crowd of PFLAG parents,
hugged ne and said OW | ove you.O For that one noment, encircled in a
protective enbrace and hearing those beautiful words, |I felt safe and | oved.
don®& know who those parents were, but | just want to thank them and PFLAG for
maki ng ne feel for one nonment the unconditional |ove of parents. Thank you for
hel pi ng other parents to know their children better. Thank you for repairing
famlies who felt hopel ess.

NEWS FROM AROUND THE COUNTRY
New Yor k

Twenty-three New York City Council nenbers [ast nonth introduced
| egislation to add Ogender identity or expressionOto the cityGs anti-
discrimnation [aw, thus protecting the transgendered. |If passed, it would nmake
New York one of 27 cities across the country with sinmlar |aws. Transgender
advocates, including a transsexual worman who noved to New York after being
evicted from her Providence apartnent because of her change of gender, have been
speaki ng before comunity groups to build support.

Pr ovi dence

The unions representing Providence police, firefighters, teachers, and
| aborers have signed contracts with the city stipulating that their nenbers are
entitled to benefits for their gay or heterosexual unmarried donmestic partners.
These benefits include health coverage and bereavenent |eave. Fitzgerald
H mel sbach, the Mayor(s Liaison to the Gay and Lesbian Community, said the city
is also trying to recruit gay firefighters and police officers.
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AS A MEMBER OF PFLAG --
HERECS WHAT YOU ARE

Few peopl e realize that PFLAG is nearly three decades ol d. Before Harvey
M1k, before Anita Bryant, before CEllenO parents began to organi ze. And today
welre the nost organi zed grassroots presence in the nation for supporters of
g/l/blt people. In 1972 a fourth-grade school teacher from Fl ushi ng, New York
mar ched with her gay son in New YorkGs Pride Parade. She was overwhel ned by the
crowds of people who stopped her on the parade route to hug her, cry, and talk
to her about their own famlies. After the parade, her phone rang al nost non-
stop. Wthin nmonths, parents of gay people gathered for a support group neeting
in a church basenent.

Wthin a few years, simlar groups sprang up nati onwi de, and parents were
beginning to take to the airwaves in support of their |oved ones.

Support groups grew and flourished, and famlies began pioneering their
uni que brand of advocacy for equal civil rights. By sinply telling their
stories, ordinary Anericans began changi ng hearts, m nds and poli cies.

As welve grown, our work has expanded. But, as is often the case, the nore
t hi ngs change, the nore they stay the sane. Qur focus has never wavered from
provi di ng support, education and advocacy, and keeping famlies together



Excerpt from an address by Kirsten Kingdon, PFLAG
Executive Director

CGEl CO Dunps Schl essi nger!!

CGEl CO I nsurance joined a growing list of major corporations that have
di stanced thensel ves from Dr. Laura Schl essinger future syndicated tv program
i ncluding Procter & Ganble, United Airlines, Anerican Express, Xerox, Toys R Us,
More.com BoxLot, and Amica Insurance. This is a direct result of the nationw de
protests. Ri chard Forbes of RIstopdrlauracomaO.. COM

A DADGS LETTER TO THE HONOLULU STAR- BULLETI N

Rep Bob McDermott(s |etter asked whether we would let our fifteen-year-old
son or grandson share a tent with a gay scoutnmaster. Wy not? Gay scoutmasters
are not pedophiles. Studies show that around 90 percent of pedophiles are
het erosexual , so | should be nore worried if a straight scoutmaster asked a
fifteen-year-old to share his tent.

McDernott alludes to Qthe practice of honbsexual behavior,Oas if it were a
religion. Is it part of the Scout code to murder someone who is gay, like the
former Scout who killed Matthew Shepard? Wien | was a Scout |eader, it was part
of the code to treat everyone with dignity. Young nen join scouting for its
educational programs, to build character, to train in the responsibilities of
participating citizenship, and to devel op personal fitness - not to cone up with
sonme hate-filled agenda |ike that of Rep. MDernott.

M ke Gol oj uch, Lt. Col., USAF (Ret.)

News from Boul der, CO

Last February the City Council unani nously approved an anmendnent to the
city®s Human Rights Ordinance to protect transgendered residents. Under the
amendnent, Ogender variantsO are those who have a Qpersistent sense that a
personGs gender identity is incongruent with the person®s biological sex.O
Oficials say about 400 people in Boulder are in this new protected cl ass.
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